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1 shall always miss him. He was a great feature in my life,
and I am always wishing him hack again. Hut I am grateful,
for his sake, that he died in the fullness of health and vigour.
1 am glad that but two moments before his death he was talking
and laughing, paring a peach for his dessert. When T saw him,
early next morning, he lay surrounded already with the flowers
he had been fondest of. His face was boll) familiar and strange.
Death, that preserves only what is essential, had taken away
whatever it is that is peculiar to the face of an actor. Extreme
strength of character and purpose was all (hat remained and
outstood now. But at the corners of the lips there was the
hint of an almost whimsical, an entirely happy smile. And I
felt that Herbert, though he was no longer breathing, was some-
how still " radiant."